
 
 
 
 
Our lubricant experts will be pleased to show you how to minimize your risks: 

food-compliance@klueber.com

https://www.klueber.com/landingpages/de/en/food-safety

Moving ahead together. 

Facing the MOSH/MOAH challenge – because food safety is people safety.  
With our  lubrication solutions, we can help you protect consumers from harm –  
and protect your brand reputation as well. 

8 important factors to reduce the risk 
of MOSH/MOAH contamination 

For many companies in the food-processing industry, the demand for reducing the risk of contamination 
is causing a considerable amount of uncertainty. Reports about MOSH/MOAH detections can have disas-
trous effects, not just in the form of costly product recalls, but it can also cause irrefutable damage to a 
company’s reputation. 

Minimising the risk of contamination of MOSH/MOAH from lubricants is possible with the right partner. 
Here are some essential tips to help minimise the risk: 

Always consider lubrication a highly beneficial activity 
In many cases, lubrication is thought of as being a maintenance routine of low relevance 
and not as a critical component. MOSH/MOAH can cause uncertainty and in many 
cases lubricants are recognised as a source of possible contamination. This is a very 
complex area, which, if not managed by experts, could lead to unnecessary contami-
nation through using more lubricant than is required or the wrong lubricant in the wrong 
place. Understanding the importance of professional lubrication can add more value, 
reduce long-term costs and, most importantly, with the right partner minimise the risk. 

Don’t believe everything you hear about MOSH/MOAH-free lubricants. 
There are no analytical tools available that can measure with confidence if lubricants are 
100 % MOSH/MOAH-free. There is a limit of quantification below which it is not yet pos-
sible to precisely determine the MOSH/MOAH content. The current state-of-the-art limit 
of quantification in lubricants corresponds to 1000 mg/kg for the MOSH content and 
10 mg/kg for the MOAH content. This leaves room for traces of both substances to be 
contained in a substance without being quantifiable.  

Have a professional interpretation by a lab analysis 
Any lab analysis will need to be carefully interpreted because even if there is a detection 
of MOSH/MOAH, it might not always mean the product really contains MOSH/MOAH. 
There are some substances that are picked up by the analysis instruments as MOSH/
MOAH, when in fact that’s not what they are at all. It is essential to have an experienced 
and reliable lubricant specialist to competently examine and interpret the results, provid-
ing quick feedback to easily identify what substances have been traced. Not having the 
correct understanding of analysis can have a real impact on the production processes, 
end product quality and costs.

Working together will give better results 
Teamwork makes the dream work. Delegating a problem to a different department or a 
supplier will only cause ever more problems. Always constructively involve all relevant 
divisions, as this will provide a more holistic view and help greatly to reduce any risks. 
Working with a project management focus will help ensure that commitments are kept, 
resources are used correctly and no time is wasted unnecessarily. Also, having a 
designated specialised team for lubrication can help lower the risk of miscommunication 
between the people involved. Often an expert lubrication team hasn’t been allocated or 
lubrication tasks have been outsourced, resulting in little or no knowledge as to which 
lubrication solution will help achieve better results and reduce the risk of unnecessary 
contamination. 

Implement periodical training on lubrication 
Nowadays in the food industry, it’s critical to know what substances are being used 
and to ensure strict health and safety regulations are being met. It’s not uncommon 
for people who make decisions about lubricants to have little or no relevant training. 
Lubrication technology  is always evolving. Keeping up to date and providing the right 
training from experts in lubrication will ensure companies will remain competitive, 
reduce risk and allow changes to be made that suit the needs of the industry.  

Project management systems will allow for continued improvement  
An experienced lubrication partner such as Klüber Lubrication can provide and 
 im plement updated project management systems. This will in turn maximise the 
 performance of the production machines and can even result in reducing the quantity 
of lubrication tasks needed. Additionally, reducing the number of lubricants that are 
required will help to minimise risk, dramatically reduce costs and lower a company’s 
environmental footprint.

Don’t let short-term costs be the deciding factor  
The cost of lubricant will ultimately play a role in the decision-making process, but it 
shouldn’t be the deciding factor. Understanding the benefits that can be gained 
through updating or changing a lubricant partner can not only save you money but 
can provide safer, smarter alternative solutions that will help reduce overall risks. 

Find a partner that will integrate into your supply chain 
It’s one thing to find a lubrication partner to help you reduce risk and lower costs, but 
Klüber Lubrication goes one step further. Providing help to audit partner suppliers in 
your supply chain is just one of the extended offers to help reduce MOSH/MOAH in 
final products.  

Klüber Lubrication’s global team of experts in the food industry has designed a 5-step 
program supported by a comprehensive package of services to help customers in this 
matter - from tribological analysis to risk assessment, auditing, lubricant monitoring 
and in-depth training. Benefit from our expert consulting, our forward-looking develop-
ments and a comprehensive range of specialty lubricants. 

The tribology specialist Klüber Lubrication has long been addressing these issues and 
is in line with the highest hygienic standards that exist.  

Better information makes for better results, and here at Klüber Lubrication we adhere 
to the strictest confidentiality agreements no matter the situation.


